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4  CAP. 173 Families and Children

CHAPTER 173

FAMILIESAND CHILDREN ACT (COMMENCEMENT)
ORDER

ARRANGEMENT OF PARAGRAPHS

1. Short title.
2. Commencement.
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CHAPTER 173

FAMILIESAND CHILDREN ACT (COMMENCEMENT) ORDER  78/1998.

(Section 1) Act 17 of 1998.

[18th July, 1998.]

1. This Order may be cited asthe Short title.
FAMILIESAND CHILDREN ACT (COMMENCEMENT)
ORDER.

2. In exercise of the powers conferred upon me by section 1(2) of the  Commencement

Familiesand Children Act, I, FAITH BABB, Minigter of Human Resources,  of Chapter 173.
Women's Affairs and Y outh Development, do hereby appoint the 1st day of
August, 1998 as the day on which the said Act shal comeinto force.

MADE this 14th day of July, 1998.

(FAITH BABB)
Acting Minister of Human Resources
Women' s Affairs and Youth Devel opment
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CHAPTER 1/3

FAMILIESAND CHILDREN (CHILD ABUSE) (REPORTING)
REGULATIONS

ARRANGEMENT OF REGULATIONS
1. Short title.
2. Interpretation.
3. Reporting by members of the public.
4, Hospitds, etc., to report cases of child abuse.
5. Other categoriesof personswith aduty to report casesof child abuse.
6. Pendtiesfor failing to report cases of child abuse,
7. Investigation.
8. Protective custody.
9. Protection of persons who take child into protective custody.
10. Magigtrates Court or Family Court to be notified.
11. Physica examination.
11:.01. Medicd certificate
12.  Crimind proceedingsagaing person who commitsactsof child abuse.
13.  Confidentidity of identity of victim.
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13:01. Concedment of child giving evidence.
14.  Confidentidity of court records relating to child abuse.
14:01. Amicuscuriae.

15. Commencement.
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38/1999.
18/2002.

Act 17 of 1998.

CHAPTER 173

FAMILIESAND CHILDREN (CHILD ABUSE) (REPORTING )
REGULATIONS

[3rd April, 1999.]

Short title. 1. These Regulations may be cited asthe
FAMILIESAND CHILDREN (CHILD ABUSE)
(REPORTING) REGULATIONS.
Interpretation. 2. Q) In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise requires.-
CAP. 173. “Act” means the Families and Children Act;
“child” has the same meaning assgned to in the Act;
“child abusg” includes but is nat limited to the infliction on achild of physicd,
psychological, emotiona or sexua harm, injury, abuse or exploitation, and the
ill-trestment or neglect of achild,
“Department” means the Department of the Ministry with respongibility for
Socid Services and includes any digtrict branch thereof;
“Director” means the Director of the Department;

CAP. 93. “Family Court” shdl have the meaning assigned to it in the Family Court Act;
“ill-treatment of a child” includes but is not limited to any act, word, deed or
omission which debases, degrades or otherwise demeans the intringc worth,
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dignity or self esteem of a child as a human being:

Provided, however, that any reasonable disciplinary measures
administered or undertaken by a parent or legal guardian to a child under the
parent or legal guardian’s care and control shal not condtitute ill-trestment if
such measures are administered or undertaken reasonably and in moderation,
and do not cause physicd, psychologica or emotional harm or injury to the
child, regard being taken for this purpose to the age and maturity of the child;

“Miniger” meansthe Minister for thetime being responsiblefor Socia Services
and “Minigtry” shal be congtrued accordingly;

“neglect” means the willful failure by a person with the custody and/or control
of achild, to provide adequate and nutritional food, clothing, shelter, protection
and safety, basic education, or medica care, for reasons other than poverty, or
mental or physical illness or disability on the part of such person, and when such
fallure endangers the physical, mental, emotional and social growth and
development of the child;

“physicd injury” includesbut isnot limited to lacerations, fractured bones, burns,
internd injuries, severe injuries or serious bodily harm suffered by achild;

“psychalogicd injury” indudesbut isnot limited to harm to achild’ s psychologica
or intellectud functioning which may be exhibited by severe anxiety, depression,
withdrawa or outwardly aggressive behaviour, or any combination of the
aforesaid characterigtics, which may be demongtrated by achangein behaviour,
or in emotional response or cognition;

“sexud abuse or exploitation” includes but is not limited to the employment,
hiring, use, persuasion, inducement, coercion or enticement of achild to engage
in, or aid another person to engage in, sexud intercourse, fondling, oral sex,
sodomy or any other activity of a sexua nature, or to engage in progtitution,
indecent behaviour or incest with other children or with adults, or to performin
obscene or indecent exhibitions and/or shows, whether live or on video or on
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10 CAP. 173 Families and Children

film, or by dectronic mediaor to pose or act asamode in obscene publications
or other pornographic materids, or to sdll, or participate in the selling of, or to
digribute or participate in the didtribution of, such publicationsand/or materids;

18 of 2002. “Socid ServicesPractitioner” meansaperson performing thefunctionsspecified
for aSocia Services Practitioner under the Act.

2 In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise requires, a
reference to aMagistrate Court shal be read and construed, as the case may
be, to be areferenceto -

@ a Summary Jurisdiction Court exercisng crimind
CAP. 94. jurigdiction in accordance with the Inferior Courts
Act where such reference is in rdation to crimind

matters, and

(b) a District Court exercising civil jurisdiction in

CAP. 94, accordance, with the Inferior Courts Act wheresuch
reference is in relation to civil matters and

maintenance and other rdlated orders which such

court isauthorised to determine by or under the Act.

Reporting by 3. Every person who reasonably believes, or who learns of facts and
gﬁﬂg% ofthe  Grcumstanceswhich giveriseto areasonable belief, that any child hassuffered
' or is suffering child abuse shdl have a socid and mord obligation and duty
henceforth to report the suspected child abuse, ether ordly or in writing, to

the Belize Police Department or to the Department for investigation.

Hospitals, etc., 4, Any person in charge and control of any public or private hospitd,
toreport cases medica dlinic or any other smilar medicd indtitution, or any physician, nurse
of childabuse. o gther medicd personnel who attends a.child exhibiting signsof child abuse,
shdl henceforth promptly and without undue delay, after conducting amedica
examination and trestment of the child, and on being professondly satisfied
that the child seems to have suffered from child abuse, report such abuse in
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writing to the Belize Police Department or to the Department for investigation.

5. It shdl betheduty of any family member, teacher, socid worker, school
counsellor, employee of acertified children’ sindtitution (especidly the Manager
thereof), school administrator, principa and deputy principa of any educationa
ingtitution, dean of a college, probation officer, police officer or any other
employeeor officer of the Government whose dally dutiesentailsdedling regularly
with children, to promptly report ordly or in writing al incidents of suspected
child abuse which comesto his knowledge and/or attention to the Belize Police
Department or to the Department for investigation.

6. (1)  Any personreferred to in Regulations 4 and 5 above who fails
to report acase of suspected child abuse which comesto hisknowledge and/or
attention, or who unduly delays in making such areport, or who fails to make
such areport in the manner st forth in the aforesaid Regulations, commits an
offence and shdl be liable on summary conviction to afine not exceeding one
thousand dallars or to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding Sx months, or to
both such fine and term of imprisonment.

(20  Any person referred to in Regulation 3 above who reports a
case of sugpected child abuse in good faith shdl not be ligble to any civil or
crimina proceedingsarising therefrom, and it shall be deemed that every person
referred to in the said Regulation who reports a case of suspected child abuse
does s0 in good faith.

7. Upon receipt of a report on an aleged incident of child abuse, the
Department or the Belize Police Department, asthe case may be, shall forthwith
proceed to the home, establishment or other address where the aleged child
victim is sad to be, and conduct dl such interviews as may be necessary to
determine whether such child has suffered any child abuse, and aso to assess
the safety of the child and the need to place the child into protective custody.

8. If theinitid investigation carried out under Regulation 7 above discloses
that the child has indeed suffered from child abuse, a member of the Belize

Other categories
of personswith
aduty to report
cases of child
abuse.

Penalties for
failing to report
cases of child
abuse.

Investigation.

Protective
custody.
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Court or Family
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notified.

Physical
examination.

Medical
certificate.
18 of 2002.
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Police Department, or a Socia Services Practitioner, or such other person as
the Minister may designate in writing, shal forthwith assess whether it is
necessary to remove the child from the place where heisfound and place him
under protective custody to ensure his safety.

9. No member of the Belize Police Department, or a Socia Services
Practitioner, or the person designated by the Minister under Regulation 8 above,
who takes a child into protective custody to ensure the safety and well-being
of the child shdl be persondly lidble in any crimind or civil proceedings for
taking the child into protective custody.

10.  Whenever achild has been taken into protective custody pursuant to
these Regulations, it shall be the duty of the person who, or the Department
which, took the child into to he protective custody to notify the Magistrates
Court or the Family Court and the Department, where applicable, of that fact
as soon as may be, but in any case not later than forty-eight hours after taking
the child into protective custody, or within the next working day theresfter,
whichever is applicable,

11. (1) It shal bethe duty of the Department or the Police Department
to refer every child placed under protective custody for physical and
psychologica examination and (where gpplicable) medicd trestment by aduly
registered medical practitioner and/or psychologist.

2 The Department may, after carefully consdering the type of
child abuse suffered by a child victim, require the child victim to be placed
within a medicd inditution which offers a treetment program best suited to
mest the treatment needs of the child victim.

11:01 The medicd certificate containing the results of the physical and
psychologica examination and (where gpplicable) medica trestment required
by Regulation 11 shdl, be thorough and detailed and (where necessary) the
doctor or medica officer shdl provide his or her own dassfication of the

injury.
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THE SUBSIDIARY LAWSOF BELIZE

12. (D The Department, or the Police Department if it hasbeeninvolved
in theinitid investigation of an aleged child abuse case, and if it has taken the
child victiminto protective custody and sent him for physical and psychologica
examinaion and/or medicd treatment as provided in these Regulations, shdl,
upon obtaining the results of the physical and psychologica examination and/or
medica treatment of the child victim, prepare an investigation report covering
thewholeinvedtigative process (from theinitid report to themedical examination
and treatment) and shdl in the case of the Department, submit such report
together with the results of the medical examination and treatment to the Belize
Police Department for the indtitution of gppropriate criminal proceedingsagaingt
the person who dlegedly committed the acts condtituting child abuse in that
case.

2 The medicd certificate containing the results of the physicd
and psychologica examination and (where gpplicable) medical trestment, shall
be submitted by the Bdlize Police Department to the Court before which the
aleged child abuser is being prosecuted.

3 The Court or the Belize Police Department shdl report any
child abuse case that enters the crimind justice system to the Minidtry.

13.  The name of an abused Child or any information relating to the
circumstances of the abuse shal not be published through any medium or
otherwise disseminated except with the permission of the court deding with the
case.

13:01. A child giving evidence in a child abuse case shdl give evidence from
behind a screen or other means of concedlment in order to ensure the child's
privacy and protection.

14. (D All court records relating to cases of child abuse shdl be kept
grictly confidentid and no information relating thereto shdl be disclosed to any
member of the public except with the written permission of the court dedling
with the case.
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Amicus curiae.

2 Any person who contravenes subregulation (1) of this
Regulation or Regulation 13 above commits an offence and shdl be ligble on
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding Sx months, or to both such fine and
term of imprisonment.

14:01. The Court shal appoint an amicus curiae (friend of the court) in dl

18 of 2002. casss involving child abuse
Commencement.  15.  These Regulations shdl come into force on the 29 day of March,
1999.
M ADE by theMiniger of Human Deve opment, Women and Y outh this29th
day of March, 1999.
(DOLORESBALDERAMOS GARCIA)
Minister of Human Devel opment,
Women and Youth
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CHAPTER 173

FAMILIESAND CHILDREN (PROTECTION OF CHIL DREN)
(BELIZE CITY) REGULATIONS

ARRANGEMENT OF REGULATIONS

1 Short title.
2. Interpretation.

3. Declaration of curfew between specified times for children in Belize
City.

4, Application.

5. Commencement.
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16 CAP. 173 Families and Children

CHAPTER 1/3

41 of 1999. FAMILIESAND CHILDREN (PROTECTION OF CHILDREN)
Act 17 of 1998. (BELIZE CITY) REGULATIONS
(Section 152)

[10th April, 1999.]

Short title. 1. These Regulations may be cited asthe

FAMILIESAND CHILDREN (PROTECTION OF
CHILDREN) (BELIZE CITY) REGULATIONS.

Interpretation. 2. In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise requires.-
CAP. 173. “Act” means the Families and Children Act;
“child” means a person of or under the age of sixteen years,
“Department” means the Department of Human Devel opment;

“guardian” in relation to achild, means aperson having parentd respongbility
for the child;

“parent” meansthe biologicd father or mother or adoptive father or mother of
achild, and includes any person liable by law to maintain achild or entitled to
its cugtody.

Declaration of 3. (1)  Any personwho, being the parent or guardian of achild, alows
curfew between or suffers such child to loiter, wander or be in a street, park or other public

fsgfzgiﬁ;”?f place in Belize City between the hours of 8:00 p.m. and 6:00 am.
Belize City. unaccompanied by such parent or guardian commits an offence and shall be
THE SUBSIDIARY LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2003
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liable on summary conviction to afine not exceeding two thousand dollars or to
imprisonment for a period not exceeding one year, or to both such fine and
period of imprisonment.

2 If a member of the Belize Police Force, or an officer of the
Department, finds any such child in or on a public place between the hours of
8:00 p.m. and 6:00 am., unaccompanied by its parent or guardian, it shal be
lawful for him:

(@ to forthwith take and place that child into protective
care, and thereafter to gpply for aninterim care order
under section 112 of the Act;

(b) to assess the safety of the child, and conduct such
investigation as may be necessary to determine
whether the child isavictim of child abuse;

(© to conduct investigation necessary to establish the
identity of the parent or guardian of the child.

4, These Regulations shdl gpply within the boundaries of Belize City as  Application.
defined in the Belize City (Redefinition of Boundaries) Order, 1993. S|.24/1993.

5. These Regulations shdl comeinto force on the 9th day of April, 1999.  Commencement.

M ADE by the Minister of Human Development, Women and Y outh this Sth
day of April, 1999.

(DOLORESBALDERAMOS GARCIA)
Minister of Human Devel opment, Women and Youth
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18 CAP. 173 Families and Children

CHAPTER 173

ADOPTION OF CHILDREN (SUPREME COURT) RULES

ARRANGEMENT OF RULES

1. Short title.
2. Interpretation.
3. Application.
4. Second Application.
5. Guardian ad litem.
6. Undertaking for costs.
7. Evidence in support of gpplication.
8. Filing evidence: sarvice.
0. Duty of guardian.
10. Hearing.
11.  Serviceof notice.
12. Objections.
13.  Transmisson of order.
14.  Duplicates.
15. Notification of absent parties.
16. Further hearing.
17.  Appointment by guardian.
18.  Mode of service.
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19. Practice and procedure.
20. Feesand costs.
21.  Taxation of Codts.
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Short title.

Interpretation.

CHAPTER 173

ADOPTION OF CHILDREN (SUPREME COURT) RULES
(Section 155 (2))

1 These Rules may be cited asthe
ADOPTION OF CHILDREN (SUPREME COURT) RULES.

2. @ In these Rules the fallowing expressions shdl have meanings
hereby assgned to them:

“interim order” means an interim order made under section 1410f the Families

CAP. 173,
and Children Act;
“person” includes a body of persons,
“the gpplicant” includes either, aswdl as both, of two joint applicants.
2 A formreferred to by number meanstheform so numberedin
the Schedule to these Rules.

Application. 3. An gpplication for an adoption order shal be made by originating
summonsin Form 1. The proposed adopter shdl be the applicant and the
infant shall be the respondent.

Second 4. If it appearsthat the applicant has previoudy made an application for

application. an adoption order in respect of the same infant, the application shal not be
proceeded with unless the judge is satisfied that there has been a substantia
change in the circumstances since the previous gpplication.

Guardian ad 5. The originating summons shal be supported by an affidavit by the

litem. goplicant setting out Al facts relevant to the gppointment of the proposed
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guardian ad litem, and the judge may appoint such person as he thinksfit to be
guardian ad litem.

6. It shall be acondition of any order gppointing aguardian ad litemthat ~ Undertaking
the applicant’s Attorney-at-Law, or if the applicant appears in person, the  for costs.
gpplicant, shal give an undertaking in Form 2 to provide for the proper costs of

the person appointed to act as guardian ad litem of the infant.

7. The evidence in support of an application for an adoption order shdl  Evidencein
be given by means of a statement in Form 3 and verified by affidavit. Any ~ support of
document signifying the consent of any person to the making of an adoption ~ aPplication.
order shal bein Form 4, and shdl be exhibited to the affidavit.

8. The evidence shdl be filed within fourteen days after the issue of the  Filing evidence:
originating summons, and a copy of the applicant’s statement and of the  service.
documents attached thereto shdl be served on the guardian ad litem.

0. It shdl be the duty of the guardian ad litem to invedtigate dl matters  Duty of
dlegedintheapplicant’ sstatement and dl circumstancesrelevant totheproposed ~ guardian.
adoption with aview to safeguarding theinterests of theinfant before the Court,

and to make areport in Form 5 to the Court for that purpose; and a notice that

such report has been made shdl be served by the guardian ad litem on the

gpplicant.

10.  The applicant shall obtain an appointment for the hearing of the  Hearing.
gpplication within fourteen days after being served with anctice by the guardian

ad litem that he has made hisreport to the Court. If within twenty-one days of

the service of the notice on the applicant no appointment is obtained by the

applicant, the guardian ad litem shall obtain an appointment as soon as
practicable for the hearing of the application.

11.  Whenangppointment for thehearing of thegpplicationhasbeenobtained  Service of
the applicant, or, if the guardian ad |litem obtains such gppointment, theguardian  notice.
ad litem, shdl serveanoticein Form 6 on every person or body whose consent
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22 CAP. 173 Families and Children

to the adoption order is required under section 4 of the Act.

Objections. 12.  On the hearing of the application any person on whom natice is
required to be served under Rule 11 of these Rules may gppear before the
judge to show cause why an adoption order should not be made.

Transmission 13. Onthemaking of an adoption order or of aninterim order the Registrar
of order. Generd shall send a sedled copy of the order to the applicant within seven
days after the order has been passed and entered.

Duplicates. 14.  No duplicate or copy of an adoption order or interim order shall be
given to or served upon any person other than the applicant except by order
of the judge.

Notification of 15.  Whenan adoption order has been made or refused or aninterim order
absent parties. made the Registrar Generd shdll notify al parties who were not present when
the order was made or refused.

Further hearing. 16,  Wherethe determination of an gpplication ispostponed and aninterim
order madethe gpplicant shall, at least two months before the expiration of the
period specified in the interim order, obtain an appointment for the further
hearing of the gpplication, and shal serve anoticein Form 7 on every person
on whom naticeis required to be served under Rule 11 of these Rules.

Appointmentby 17 |f no gppointment isobtained by the applicant as required by Rule 16
guardian. of these Rules, the guardian ad litem shal obtain an appointment as soon as
practicable for the further hearing of the application.

Mode of service. 18, Any document under these Rules may be served -

@ onanindividud by ddivering it to him persondly, or
by leaving it with some person for him a his last
known or usud place of abode, or by sending it to
him by registered post at that place;
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(b) on any body of persons by delivering it or sending it
by registered post to the office of the bodly.

19. Subject to these Rules, the practice and procedure of the Supreme
Court shdl gpply to proceedings under the Families and Children Act.

20.  Thefollowing feesare prescribed for payment to the Registrar Generd
under section 12 (6) of the Act:

(@ searching index of Adopted Children Register -
twenty-five cents for every hour or part of an hour;

(b) certified copy of registered record of adoption -

Practice and
procedure.

Fees and costs.

fifty cents.
21.  Thetableof feesand costs set forthin Appendix M tothe Rulesof the  Taxation of
Supreme Court shdl gpply to the taxation of costs under the Families and  Costs.
Children Act.
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24 CAP. 173 Families and Children

FIRST SCHEDULE
FORM 1
Rule 3

ORIGINATING SUMMONSON APPLICATION FOR AN
ADOPTION ORDER

2 . No.
In the Supreme Court.
In the Matter of (1)
an infant,
AND
In the Matter of the Families and Children Act.
Let of within saven days after

sarvice of this summons, inclusive of the day of such service, cause an
gppearance to be entered for him to this summons which is issued upon the
gpplication of

of for an order:

@ That aguardian ad litem may be appointed for the purpose of
safeguarding interests of the said infant; (2)

2 That the applicant be authorised to adopt the said infant;

3 That the costs of this application be provided for.

Dated the day of 2
This summons was taken out by Attorney-at-Law
for the above-named.

THE SUBSIDIARY LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2003

Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



Familiesand Children [CAP. 173 25

The respondent may appear hereto by entering appearance either persondly or
by Attorney-at-Law at the Registrar Generd’ s Office, Bdlize City.

If the respondent does not enter gppearance within the time and at the place
above-mentioned, such order will be made and proceedingstaken asthejudge
may think just and expedient.

(@D} Enter the name and surname which the infant is to bear after
adoption.
2 Enter the present name and address of the infant.
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FORM 2
Rule 6

UNDERTAKING TO PAY COSTS
(Heading asin Form 1)

In condderation of your acting asthe guardian ad litem of A. B. aninfant | the
undersigned Attorney-at-Law (1) hereby persondly
undertake and agree that as such guardian ad litem for thesaid A. B. you will
duly receiveand be paid al cogts, charges and expenseswhich may be earned
or incurred by you in reation to such guardianship or the duties thereof.

Dated the day of 2

Signed (2)
To

(@D} Delete if no Attorney-at-Law is acting for the applicant.
2 The undertaking should be signed by the Attorney-at-law acting
for the applicant, or by the applicant if he is acting in person.
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FORM 3
Rule7

STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF APPLICATION FOR AN
ADOPTION ORDER (1)
(Heading asin Form 1)

1. | theundersigned C. D. /Wethe undersigned C. D. and E. D. desireto
adopt A. B.(2), an infant, under the Families and Children Act.
| an/We are resdent and domiciled in Belize.
3. | am unmarried/a widow/a widower/
| an married to E. D. of

N

|  Weaemarried to each other
and are the personsto whom the attached marriage certificate (or other evidence
of marriage) relates.

I , Applicant, was born on the
and | , Applicant, was born on the

4, Theinfant is of the sex and unmarried.
He/she/was born on the 2 ,andisthe person
to whom the attached hirth certificate (3) relates/was born on or about
the 2 ,in
He/sheisaditizen of Belize and isresdent in Belize. He/she is related
tome Applicant, and is my

fis not related to me/us/Applicant(s).

5. The infant isthe child/adopted child (4) of F. B. of
whose last known address was

/deceased and G. B. of whose last
known address was /deceased.
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6.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

L. M. isliable by virtue of an order or agreement to contribute to the
maintenance of the infant. (To be inserted only where child is
illegitimate).

I/We atach a document/documents signifying the consent of the said
(5) to the making of an adoption order upon my/our application.

I/We regquest the judge to dispense with the consent of the said (6) on
the following grounds

The infant was received into my/our care and possessonon the
day of ,2 from of
and has been continuoudy in my/our care and
possession since that date.

A cetificate asto physica and mentd hedth of the infant, Sgned by
, aregistered medica practitioner,onthe  day
of 2 isattached.

I/We have not received or agreed to receive, and no person has made
or given or agreed to make or give to me/us, any payment or other
reward in consderation of the adoption (except asfollows: ).

I have not made/Neither of us has made a previous application for
an adoption order in respect of the same or any other infant to any
court (except an gpplication madeto the Court
a onthe day of

2 which was dedlt with as follows: ).

For the purposes of my/our gpplication reference may be made to
N.O. of (7).

Further particulars of myself/ourselves are set out in the annex to this
Satement; and
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15. If an adoption order is made in pursuance of my/our application, it is
proposed that the infant shall be known as

Dated this day of 2

Usud sgnature of gpplicant

(1)  This satement must be verified by affidavit, to which the Statement,
marriage certificate and other documents referred to in the statement
should be exhibited.

2 Enter the fird name(s) and surname as shown in the birth certificate
referred toin paragraph 4, if available; otherwise enter name(s) and
surname by which the infant was known before being placed for
adoption.

3 If the infant has previoudy been adopted, a certified copy of theentry
in the Adoption Register should be attached and not acopy of the
origind entry in the Regiger of Birth; and the particulars givenin
paragraph 5 should relate to the parent or parents by adoption and
not to the natura parent or parents.

4 If the infant isillegitimete the father’ s name should not be given in this
entry. But see paragraph 6 above.

) The names to be entered here are those of persons named in
paragraphs 5 and 6, and (where the applicatiion is made by one
of two spouses done) of the spouse of the gpplicant.

(6) This paragraph should be completed with the nameof any of the
persons mentioned in the previous notewho has not ggnified his
or her consent.
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) The name of one or more referees should be given.

FORM 4
Rule7

CONSENT TO AN ADOPTION ORDER IN RESPECT OF AN
INFANT NAMED A. B.(2)

Whereas an application is to be made by , and
whereasthe said A. B. (hereinafter cdlled theinfant) is not lessthan Six weeks
old having been bornin onthe day of
2 , and is the person to whom the birth certificate now produced and
shown to me, marked “A”, relates, | the undersigned

of being the mother/
faher/aguardian/aperson lidble by virtue of any order or agreement to contribute
to the maintenance of the infant/the spouse of the said C. D. (2) hereby states
asfollows.

@ | understand that the effect of an adoption order isto deprive aparent
or guardian of dl rightsin respect of the maintenance and upbringing
of theinfant.

2 | understand that, when the gpplicant for an adoption order in respect
of the said infant is heard by the judge, this document may be used as
evidence of my consent to themaking of theorder unless| havenatified
the Court that | no longer consent.(3)

3 | hereby consent to the making of an adoption order in pursuance of
the said gpplication (on condition that the rdigious persuasoninwhich
the infant is brought up is ) (4)

Sgnaure

THE SUBSIDIARY LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2003
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



Familiesand Children [CAP.173 =1

Signed a on the day of 2 bythesad
(who satisfied me that she fully understood the nature
of theforegoing statement and was prepared to surrender her child for adoption)

(5).

Before me

(Signature)
(Address)
(Description)

@ Insert name as known to the consenting party.

2 Delete those descriptions which do not apply.

3 The document should be attested before a Justice of the Peace or a
Commissioner of Oaths s0 asto be admissblein evidence.

4 Delete words in brackets if the consenting party does not desire
conditions as to religious upbringing.

(5) Delete words in brackets except where the consenting party is the
mother of the infant.
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@

2

3

(4)

Q)

(6)

()

(8)

FORM 5
Rule9

REPORT OF GUARDIAN ad litem TO THE COURT

The applicant is the wifefhusband of
(the gpplicants have been married for years) and
the wife/lhusband of the applicant consents to the gpplication.

The gpplicant has other children (including adopted
children)
Names Age Sex of children.

The gpplicant’ s house contains living rooms and
bedrooms and the condition of the house is (State condition).

The gpplicant is (state professon or employment) and earns
annudly dollarsand is possessed of (state
property).

The gpplicant and hisfamily havelhave not suffered from tuberculosis,
epilepsy, mentd illness or any seriousillness.

The person specified in the gpplicant’ s tatement asa person to whom
reference may be madeis/isnot aresponsble person and recommends/
does not recommend the gpplicant without reservation.

The applicant understands that an adoption order isirrevocable and
that the order if made will render him/them responsible for the
maintenance and upbringing of the infant.

The infant has’has not aright or interest in property, viz. (State nature
and vaue of property).
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9 Theinfant islis not old enough to understand the effect of an adoption
order and wishes/does not wish the order to be made.

Signaure of Guardian ad litem
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FORM 6
Rule11

NOTICE OF HEARING OF AN APPLICATION FOR AN
ADOPTION ORDER IN RESPECT OF AN INFANT
NAMED A. B.

To
Whereas an gpplication has been made by (name of
gpplicant) and whereas
isthe guardian ad litem of the said infant.

TAKE NOTICE (8) That the said gpplication will be heard & the
Supreme Court, Belize City on the day of 2 a the
hour of inthe noon and that you may appear to show cause
why the said order should not be made:

(b) that if you do not consent to the making of the order you should
notify the Regidrar Generd onor beforethe  day of 2 in
order that adate and time may befixed for you to attend and show cause why
the adoption order should not be made.

The form attached may be used for the purpose-

To the Regigrar Generd

| have received notice of the hearing of the application for an adoption order in
respect of A. B., aninfant.

Déelete (a) or (b)

@ | consent to the making of the order.
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(b) | do not consent to the making of the order and | wish adate
and time to be fixed for my attendance when | may state my
case.
Signature and address
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FORM 7
Rule 16

NOTICE OF FURTHER HEARING OF APPLICATION FOR AN
ADOPTION ORDER IN RESPECT OF AN INFANT
NAMED A. B. (1)

To

Whereas an application has been made by of
and whereas of
isthe guardian ad litem of the said infant, and whereas
the determination of the said application was postponed and an interim order

was made by thejudgeonthe day of 2
TAKE NOTICE (a) that the said application will be further heard
before the judge a the Supreme Court, Belize City on the day of
2 athehour of inthe noon and that

you may gppear to show cause why the adoption order should not be made;

(b) that if you do not consent to the making of the order you should
notify the Registrar Generd on or beforethe  day of 2 in
order that adate and time may befixed for you, to attend and show causewhy
the adoption order should not be made.

The form attached may be used for this purpose.
To the Regidrar Generd,

| have received notice of the further hearing of the gpplication for an adoption
order in respect of A. B. aninfant.
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Ddete (a) or (b)

@ | consent to the making of the order.

(b) | do not consent to the making of the order and | wish adate and time
to be fixed for my attendance when | may state my case.

Signature and address
Date
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